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Worshiping the Creator

Sabbath afternoon

Read for This Week’s Study: Rev. 1:9, Isa. 40:26, 2 Cor. 
5:17, Col. 1:17, Rev. 4:11, John 19:16–30.

Memory Text: “ ‘You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor 
and power; for You created all things, and by Your will they exist and 
were created’ ” (Revelation 4:11, NKJV).

It’s easy to take things for granted, particularly things that we have 
always known or experienced. How easy is it, for instance, for 
young children to take their parents for granted, whom they have 

known all their short lives. How easy for us, too, to take for granted the 
sun, the sky, the air, or the ground beneath our feet.

However, have you ever stopped to think about how much we take 
existence itself for granted? That is, how often do we stop and ask 
the famous philosophical question, Why is there something instead 
of nothing?

Why does our universe itself, and all the majesty and grandeur and 
astonishing things in it, exist to begin with? What great logical contra-
diction would occur were our universe, and we who are in it, not here? 
According to the latest scientific theory (they tend to change), our uni-
verse once did not exist. In other words, ours is a contingent existence, 
and it’s a miracle that we are here at all. And despite all sorts of myths 
about the universe arising from absolutely nothing, or from some kind 
of mathematical equation, our universe exists because God, the Creator, 
has made it and everything in it.

* Study this week’s lesson to prepare for Sabbath, May 13.

*May 6–12Lesson

A Companion in Tribulation 
After His ascension to heaven (Acts 1:9), Jesus visited the last of the 

living apostles, John, on the island of Patmos, where John had been 
exiled by the ruthless Roman emperor Domitian.

Read Revelation 1:9. See also Matthew 13:21, Acts 14:22, and John 
16:33. What’s the message here for all who seek to follow Jesus in 
this world?

 ________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________

Separated from the support of his family, friends, and the Christian 
community, John was not left alone in the tribulations and trouble that 
he faced as a follower of Jesus. His ministry was not over. His witness 
was not complete. An angelic visitor of dazzling brightness visited 
John on that lonely isle and brought him a message directly from the 
throne of God. This message from Jesus was to echo down the corri-
dors of time through the centuries. It was a message of hope for every 
generation, but especially a message to prepare God’s last-day people 
for the coming of Jesus. It is a serious message of warning as well as an 
end-time message of encouragement as we get ready to face the trials of 
the final days (or any trials that you might be facing now).

If you were to enter the cave where it is purported that John was 
visited by the heavenly angel with Revelation’s prophetic vision, 
you would immediately notice these words placed on a plaque at its 
entrance summarizing the entire book of Revelation: “ ‘Fear God and 
give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and wor-
ship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water’ ” 
(Rev. 14:7, NKJV).

The central issue in the book of Revelation is worship. We were 
created as worshiping beings. Every one of us worships something or 
someone. True worship, the worship of the Creator, enables us to dis-
cover life’s true purpose. It gives us a reason for living. It gives us not 
only something to die for but also, even more significantly, something 
to live for and, if need be, to endure tribulations for. And indeed, as the 
final crises arise, we will better understand that “  ‘we must through 
many tribulations enter the kingdom of God’ ” (Acts 14:22, NKJV).

 
If faithful servants of God, like John, face suffering and tribu-
lation, what makes us think we, ourselves, won’t face trouble 
either? (See 1 Pet. 4:12–15.)

 ______________________________________________________
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A Companion in Tribulation 
After His ascension to heaven (Acts 1:9), Jesus visited the last of the 

living apostles, John, on the island of Patmos, where John had been 
exiled by the ruthless Roman emperor Domitian.

Read Revelation 1:9. See also Matthew 13:21, Acts 14:22, and John 
16:33. What’s the message here for all who seek to follow Jesus in 
this world?

 ________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________

Separated from the support of his family, friends, and the Christian 
community, John was not left alone in the tribulations and trouble that 
he faced as a follower of Jesus. His ministry was not over. His witness 
was not complete. An angelic visitor of dazzling brightness visited 
John on that lonely isle and brought him a message directly from the 
throne of God. This message from Jesus was to echo down the corri-
dors of time through the centuries. It was a message of hope for every 
generation, but especially a message to prepare God’s last-day people 
for the coming of Jesus. It is a serious message of warning as well as an 
end-time message of encouragement as we get ready to face the trials of 
the final days (or any trials that you might be facing now).

If you were to enter the cave where it is purported that John was 
visited by the heavenly angel with Revelation’s prophetic vision, 
you would immediately notice these words placed on a plaque at its 
entrance summarizing the entire book of Revelation: “ ‘Fear God and 
give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and wor-
ship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water’ ” 
(Rev. 14:7, NKJV).

The central issue in the book of Revelation is worship. We were 
created as worshiping beings. Every one of us worships something or 
someone. True worship, the worship of the Creator, enables us to dis-
cover life’s true purpose. It gives us a reason for living. It gives us not 
only something to die for but also, even more significantly, something 
to live for and, if need be, to endure tribulations for. And indeed, as the 
final crises arise, we will better understand that “  ‘we must through 
many tribulations enter the kingdom of God’ ” (Acts 14:22, NKJV).

 
If faithful servants of God, like John, face suffering and tribu-
lation, what makes us think we, ourselves, won’t face trouble 
either? (See 1 Pet. 4:12–15.)

 ______________________________________________________
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A God Who Is Close 
The God of Creation, who brought the sun, moon, and stars into 

existence, whose awesome power created this planet and filled it with 
living things, also is a God who is interested in each one of us. He is 
the God who delivered His people from Egyptian bondage, who guided 
them in their wilderness wanderings, who rained manna out of heaven, 
who caused the walls of Jericho to collapse, and who defeated Israel’s 
enemies. The same God who unleashed His infinite power to create the 
universe unleashes that infinite power to defeat the forces of evil that 
wage the battles for our souls.

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17, Psalm 139:15–18, Acts 17:27, and Colossians 
1:17. What do these verses teach us about the closeness of God?

 ________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________

Theologians talk about the transcendence of God. This is the idea 
that God exists above and over all of the creation. But they also talk 
about the immanence of God. This is the idea that God also, somehow, 
exists within our world and, as biblical history shows, is intricately and 
intimately involved in it. Though the Lord dwells in a “ ‘high and holy 
place,’ ” He also is “ ‘with him who has a contrite and humble spirit’ ” 
(Isa. 57:15, NKJV). As Jesus Himself said, talking about His faithful 
followers: “ ‘I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect 
in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have 
loved them as You have loved Me’ ” (John 17:23, NKJV). It doesn’t get 
closer or more intimate than that.

The great news about our God is that His greatness and power 
are so vast that it reaches across the cosmos and into each of our 
lives. He promises to remake us, mold us, and transform us into 
the likeness of His image. Think about what that means. The God 
who created and who sustains billions of galaxies is the same God 
not only in whom “ ‘we live, and move, and have our being’ ” (Acts 
17:28) but also who works in us, to give us new hearts, to purge us 
of sin, and make us into new creatures in Christ. What a powerfully 
comforting thought to realize our God, a God of such power, loves 
and cares for us.

How can we learn to draw hope and comfort from understanding 
the immanence of God? Or does it scare you because God knows 
your darkest secrets? How should the gospel give you peace in 
that context?

 ______________________________________________________

May 8

Worship the Creator
Read Revelation 14:7. How does the message of the first angel con-

clude? What final appeal does this judgment-hour message make? 
(See also Isa. 40:26, John 1:1–3, and Rom. 1:20.)

 ________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________

Revelation 14:7 ends with a clarion call to worship the Creator; 
this call is especially important now, when most of the scientific 
and even the Christian world have accepted evolution, a teaching 
that strikes at the very heart of all things biblical and Christian. If 
evolution were true, our faith would, of necessity, be a lie. That’s 
how stark the issues are.

Revelation’s final appeal, then, is rooted in the Bible’s first book, 
Genesis. We will never fully understand the issues in this cosmic battle 
over worship unless we understand the significance of Creation. “In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1, NKJV). 
This verse is the foundation for all of Scripture. “In the beginning God 
created.” The Hebrew word for “create” in this passage is bara, a verb 
that is used only and exclusively with God Himself as the subject.

To get just a small idea of how unlimited God’s power is, let’s con-
sider just one object of His creation—the sun. The sun produces more 
energy in one second than humanity has produced by oil, gas, coal, or 
fire since the beginning of time.

The sun has a diameter of approximately 865,000 miles and could 
hold one million planets the size of earth. But the sun is just one of at 
least 100 billion stars in our galaxy, the Milky Way. One star called the 
Pistol Star gives off as much as ten million times the power generated 
by our sun. One million stars the size of our sun can easily fit within 
the sphere of the Pistol Star. How do we even begin to wrap our minds 
around the creation?

Creation reveals a God of awesome might and unlimited power. His 
creative power not only brought the heavens and earth into existence 
but also has worked in behalf of His people through the centuries. He 
is the God who began this world, who is ever present in this world, and 
who will never forsake His people in this world.

Despite how small we are in contrast to the creation, Christ 
died for us. How does the overwhelming size of the creation only 
amplify the reality of God’s love?

 ______________________________________________________

Monday
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A God Who Is Close 
The God of Creation, who brought the sun, moon, and stars into 

existence, whose awesome power created this planet and filled it with 
living things, also is a God who is interested in each one of us. He is 
the God who delivered His people from Egyptian bondage, who guided 
them in their wilderness wanderings, who rained manna out of heaven, 
who caused the walls of Jericho to collapse, and who defeated Israel’s 
enemies. The same God who unleashed His infinite power to create the 
universe unleashes that infinite power to defeat the forces of evil that 
wage the battles for our souls.

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17, Psalm 139:15–18, Acts 17:27, and Colossians 
1:17. What do these verses teach us about the closeness of God?

 ________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________

Theologians talk about the transcendence of God. This is the idea 
that God exists above and over all of the creation. But they also talk 
about the immanence of God. This is the idea that God also, somehow, 
exists within our world and, as biblical history shows, is intricately and 
intimately involved in it. Though the Lord dwells in a “ ‘high and holy 
place,’ ” He also is “ ‘with him who has a contrite and humble spirit’ ” 
(Isa. 57:15, NKJV). As Jesus Himself said, talking about His faithful 
followers: “ ‘I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect 
in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have 
loved them as You have loved Me’ ” (John 17:23, NKJV). It doesn’t get 
closer or more intimate than that.

The great news about our God is that His greatness and power 
are so vast that it reaches across the cosmos and into each of our 
lives. He promises to remake us, mold us, and transform us into 
the likeness of His image. Think about what that means. The God 
who created and who sustains billions of galaxies is the same God 
not only in whom “ ‘we live, and move, and have our being’ ” (Acts 
17:28) but also who works in us, to give us new hearts, to purge us 
of sin, and make us into new creatures in Christ. What a powerfully 
comforting thought to realize our God, a God of such power, loves 
and cares for us.

How can we learn to draw hope and comfort from understanding 
the immanence of God? Or does it scare you because God knows 
your darkest secrets? How should the gospel give you peace in 
that context?

 ______________________________________________________

Tuesday
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The Creator on the Cross 
However much we can and do marvel and worship the Lord as our 

Creator, there’s more to it. As we have already seen but worth looking 
at again is the idea that our Creator also is our Redeemer. The God who 
created us is the same God who redeemed us. The God who said, “ ‘Let 
Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness’ ” (Gen. 1:26, 
NKJV), is the same One who, on the cross, cried out, “ ‘Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani?’ ” that is, “  ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken 
Me?’ ” (Matt. 27:46, NKJV). Talk about the reason to fear God or, even 
more so, to give glory to Him and to worship Him, as well!

How can we, as fallen human beings, adequately respond to such 
an amazing truth as this? What could we possibly do in response? We 
are told, in the first angel’s message, what to do: “ ‘Fear God and give 
glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him 
who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water’ ” (Rev. 14:7, 
NKJV).

Read John 19:16–30, John’s account of Jesus on the cross. As you 
read it, think of the Bible texts that we have looked at about Jesus 
as Creator, as the One by whom “all things were created that are 
in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were 
created through Him and for Him” (Col. 1:16, NKJV). How are we 
to respond to this amazing expression of God’s love? 

 ________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________

The first angel’s message to worship the Creator came after the 
Cross, after it had become known to the onlooking universe and to 
Christ’s followers that the One who “made heaven and earth, the 
sea and springs of water” is the same One who, though being God, 
took “the form of a bondservant, and [came] in the likeness of men. 
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and 
became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross” 
(Phil. 2:7, 8, NKJV).

What an amazing spectacle that must have been to those who knew 
Jesus before He came to earth as a human being. No wonder heavenly 
beings worship Him, as well. As for us, redeemed by His blood, what 
else could we do but worship our Creator and our Redeemer?

Why is the idea, in light of the Cross, of fallen human beings 
being able to add anything to what Christ did on the cross such 
a heretical idea? Which of our works could add to what the 
Creator already has done for us?

May 10

Gospel, Judgment, Creation
Look at the first angel’s message. Everlasting gospel. Hour of judg-

ment. Worship the Creator. Look at how closely related these ideas are. 
When we stand before our Creator in judgment, it’s only the gospel 
that gives us any hope at all. “There is therefore now no condemnation 
to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the 
flesh, but according to the Spirit” (Rom. 8:1, NKJV). No condemnation 
now—and certainly not in the judgment.

The message of God as Creator is so central to present truth, espe-
cially when evolution, even when dressed up in “Christian” garb, threat-
ens to destroy the entire foundation of the Christian faith.

Yet, amid the onslaught of evolutionary thought, God has raised up a 
church, a people whose very name itself is a witness against the idea of 
evolution—a people who are to proclaim the foundational truth of God 
as our Creator and Redeemer.

Read Ephesians 3:9, Colossians 1:13–17, Revelation 4:11, and Romans 
5:17–19. What do these texts teach about Jesus as Creator and 
Redeemer? 

 ________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________

Look at how closely tied Jesus as Creator is to Jesus as Redeemer. 
The moment that His role as Creator is diminished, as the theory 
of evolution inevitably does, His role as our Redeemer comes into 
question, as well. Jesus comes to redeem us from sin, from death, 
from suffering, and from violence—when sin, death, suffering, and 
violence are, as evolution teaches, the very means of creation itself? 
God redeems us from the very process He used to create us to begin 
with? It’s a dangerous lie.

And what makes it even worse is that evolution mocks the very 
idea of Jesus’ death on the cross. Why? Paul (see Rom. 5:17–19) 
inseparably links the introduction of sin, by Adam, to the death 
of Jesus. There’s a direct link, then, between Adam and Jesus. In 
any evolutionary model, however, no sinless Adam could have 
introduced death, because death—millions of years of death—was, 
supposedly, the force and power that was needed to create Adam to 
begin with.

Hence, right from the start, evolution destroys the biblical foundation 
of the Cross. In contrast, Seventh-day Adventists, by calling the world 
to worship the Creator, stand as a living witness against this error.

Wednesday
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The Creator on the Cross 
However much we can and do marvel and worship the Lord as our 

Creator, there’s more to it. As we have already seen but worth looking 
at again is the idea that our Creator also is our Redeemer. The God who 
created us is the same God who redeemed us. The God who said, “ ‘Let 
Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness’ ” (Gen. 1:26, 
NKJV), is the same One who, on the cross, cried out, “ ‘Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani?’ ” that is, “  ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken 
Me?’ ” (Matt. 27:46, NKJV). Talk about the reason to fear God or, even 
more so, to give glory to Him and to worship Him, as well!

How can we, as fallen human beings, adequately respond to such 
an amazing truth as this? What could we possibly do in response? We 
are told, in the first angel’s message, what to do: “ ‘Fear God and give 
glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him 
who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water’ ” (Rev. 14:7, 
NKJV).

Read John 19:16–30, John’s account of Jesus on the cross. As you 
read it, think of the Bible texts that we have looked at about Jesus 
as Creator, as the One by whom “all things were created that are 
in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were 
created through Him and for Him” (Col. 1:16, NKJV). How are we 
to respond to this amazing expression of God’s love? 

 ________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________

The first angel’s message to worship the Creator came after the 
Cross, after it had become known to the onlooking universe and to 
Christ’s followers that the One who “made heaven and earth, the 
sea and springs of water” is the same One who, though being God, 
took “the form of a bondservant, and [came] in the likeness of men. 
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and 
became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross” 
(Phil. 2:7, 8, NKJV).

What an amazing spectacle that must have been to those who knew 
Jesus before He came to earth as a human being. No wonder heavenly 
beings worship Him, as well. As for us, redeemed by His blood, what 
else could we do but worship our Creator and our Redeemer?

Why is the idea, in light of the Cross, of fallen human beings 
being able to add anything to what Christ did on the cross such 
a heretical idea? Which of our works could add to what the 
Creator already has done for us?

Thursday May 11



62

May 12

Further Thought: The worship of God is central in the Scriptures 
and has always been a bone of contention for humans and for God’s peo-
ple. Throughout the Old Testament the prophets reprimanded the people of 
God for worshiping other gods or for worshiping the Lord using the wor-
ship practices of the pagan world. The conflict between worshiping God 
and worshiping other gods belongs at the very center of the cosmic conflict 
and comes accompanied by conflict over disregard for the law of God.

“Worship addresses the most fundamental aspect of human existence 
in that it has to do with what humans as living creatures should do when 
confronted by the presence of the Creator. . . . Only those who are alive 
can worship the Lord; the dead cannot praise and worship Him. . . . The 
One who created us invites us to surrender our lives in the act of wor-
ship in order to receive them back from Him enriched, to be used for the 
benefit of others. Worship has to do with the very nature and purpose of 
our existence and with the need for having a center outside of ourselves 
that frees us from selfishness. Not to worship God is to lose our reason 
for existence; it is to exist in a state of disorientation and therefore to 
be dying, heading to total extinction because we are disconnected from 
the very source of life.”—Ángel Manuel Rodríguez,“The Closing of 
the Cosmic Conflict: Role of the Three Angels’ Messages,” unpublished 
manuscript, p. 42.

Discussion Questions:
Ê Dwell more on this idea of why, in a fallen world, being created 
by God is not enough. Why do we need the promise of redemption, 
as well?

Ë Think about some experience in which you unmistakably saw 
the power of God work in your life; that is, in a way that showed 
you God’s love for you personally. And then dwell on the fact that 
this is God who created the entire cosmos! And this God loves you 
enough to care about your life. Why should this reality not only be 
comforting but also humbling?

Ì If evolution were true, think about how we would be called to 
worship a creator who used billions of years of death, violence, 
destruction, suffering, and mass extinction in order to create us, 
while at the same time giving us a completely different story in 
Genesis about how we were created. And yet, we are supposed to 
be worshiping him? Worship him for what? For lying to us for 
thousands of years about how we got here to begin with? 

Friday
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Storyi n s i d e

Sobered by God’s Grace
By dAle wolcott

Back in the 1970s, two sets of Navajo parents, unknown to each other, sent 
their teenagers to live in the dormitories at Holbrook Seventh-day Adventist 
Indian School, located 100 miles (160 km) away from home. At Holbrook, 
boy met girl, boy and girl both met Jesus, and they were baptized. In due 
time, there was a wedding, the first to be held in the newly constructed 
Seventh-day Adventist church in the boy’s hometown of Chinle, Arizona.

When Dennis and Gloria Fulton’s first baby arrived, they took him with 
them to church. So, baby Oliver grew up knowing that the Adventist Church 
was his church. But, somehow, he never really met Jesus. Things got in 
the way, such as Gloria’s nursing job at the local hospital. Making matters 
worse, Dennis struggled with alcohol, and Oliver began drinking as a teen.

Oliver graduated from public high school, moved to the big city to earn a 
master’s degree in information technology, and discovered that alcohol was 
controlling his life. At 38, Oliver in desperation moved back home to Chinle, 
where he knew his mother had been praying for him. He started attending 
his childhood church, hoping that something would change for him.

Oliver found that the church ran an addiction recovery ministry in which 
80 Navajo people with struggles like his own met in the church fellow-
ship hall five evenings a week for “Jesus and Me,” a program modeled on 
Alcoholics Anonymous. His life began to change.

Meanwhile, the church pastor noticed Oliver in the congregation one 
Sabbath and suggested having lunch the next week. The meal filled Oliver 
with hope. “When I came home, I figured I was such a bad sinner that 
I could never go to heaven,” Oliver says. “I just thought that maybe if I 
sobered up, I could help some other people get to heaven. But at lunch that 
day, the pastor told me that my sins could actually be forgiven. Jesus would 
accept me just as I am. I was amazed. It gave me hope.”

Oliver has been sober for four years now. At the church, Oliver met a 
woman, Traci, with her own story of Jesus delivering her from heroin addic-
tion. The pastor baptized Oliver just days before marrying him and Traci in 
the same church where his parents had been married about 40 years earlier.

Today, Oliver leads the Chinle church’s recovery ministry. He 
also is taking online classes to become a certified substance 
abuse counselor.
Incidentally, Oliver’s father has been sober for several years, 
as well. Sometimes on Sabbaths, father and son sit together in 
church, their sweethearts at their sides and smiles in their hearts.
Thank you for your mission offerings that support Seventh-
day Adventist education and other forms of mission outreach 
around the world.
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28 Fundamental Beliefs

The Holy Scriptures  Z1
The Holy Scriptures, Old and New Testaments, are the written Word of God, given by divine inspiration. The inspired authors 

spoke and wrote as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. In this Word, God has committed to humanity the knowledge nec-

essary for salvation. The Holy Scriptures are the supreme, authoritative, and the infallible revelation of His will. They are the 

standard of character, the test of experience, the definitive revealer of doctrines, and the trustworthy record of God’s acts in 

history. (Ps. 119:105; Prov. 30:5, 6; Isa. 8:20; John 17:17; 1 Thess. 2:13; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17; Heb. 4:12; 2 Peter 1:20, 21.) 

The Trinity  Z2
There is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, a unity of three coeternal Persons. God is immortal, all-powerful, all-know-

ing, above all, and ever present. He is infinite and beyond human comprehension, yet known through His self-revelation. 

God, who is love, is forever worthy of worship, adoration, and service by the whole creation. (Gen. 1:26; Deut. 6:4; Isa. 6:8; 

Matt. 28:19; John 3:16 2 Cor. 1:21, 22; 13:14; Eph. 4:4-6; 1 Peter 1:2.)

 

The Father  Z3
God the eternal Father is the Creator, Source, Sustainer, and Sovereign of all creation. He is just and holy, merciful and 

gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. The qualities and powers exhibited in the Son and 

the Holy Spirit are also those of the Father. (Gen. 1:1; Deut. 4:35; Ps. 110:1, 4; John 3:16; 14:9; 1 Cor. 15:28; 1 Tim. 1:17; 1 

John 4:8; Rev. 4:11.)

The Son  Z4
God the eternal Son became incarnate in Jesus Christ. Through Him all things were created, the character of God is 

revealed, the salvation of humanity is accomplished, and the world is judged. Forever truly God, He became also truly hu-

man, Jesus the Christ. He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He lived and experienced tempta-

tion as a human being, but perfectly exemplified the righteousness and love of God. By His miracles He manifested God’s 

power and was attested as God’s promised Messiah. He suffered and died voluntarily on the cross for our sins and in our 

place, was raised from the dead, and ascended to heaven to minister in the heavenly sanctuary in our behalf. He will come 

again in glory for the final deliverance of His people and the restoration of all things. (Isa. 53:4-6; Dan. 9:25-27; Luke 1:35; 

John 1:1-3, 14; 5:22; 10:30; 14:1-3, 9, 13; Rom. 6:23; 1 Cor. 15:3, 4; 2 Cor. 3:18; 5:17-19; Phil. 2:5-11; Col. 1:15-19; Heb. 2:9-

18; 8:1, 2.)
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The Holy Spirit  Z5
God the eternal Spirit was active with the Father and the Son in Creation, incarnation, and redemption. He is as much a 

person as are the Father and the Son. He inspired the writers of Scripture. He filled Christ’s life with power. He draws and 

convicts human beings; and those who respond He renews and transforms into the image of God. Sent by the Father and 

the Son to be always with His children, He extends spiritual gifts to the church, empowers it to bear witness to Christ, and in 

harmony with the Scriptures leads it into all truth. (Gen. 1:1, 2; 2 Sam. 23:2; Ps. 51:11; Isa. 61:1; Luke 1:35; 4:18; John 14:16-18, 

26; 15:26; 16:7-13; Acts 1:8; 5:3; 10:38; Rom. 5:5; 1 Cor. 12:7-11; 2 Cor. 3:18; 2 Peter 1:21.)

Creation  Z6
God has revealed in Scripture the authentic and historical account of His creative activity. He created the universe, and in a 

recent six-day creation the Lord made “the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them” and rested on the seventh 

day. Thus He established the Sabbath as a perpetual memorial of the work He performed and completed during six literal 

days that together with the Sabbath constituted the same unit of time that we call a week today. The first man and wom-

an were made in the image of God as the crowning work of Creation, given dominion over the world, and charged with 

responsibility to care for it. When the world was finished it was “very good,” declaring the glory of God. (Gen. 1-2; 5; 11; 

Exod. 20:8-11; Ps. 19:1-6; 33:6, 9; 104; Isa. 45:12, 18; Acts 17:24; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2; 11:3; Rev. 10:6; 14:7.)

The Nature of Humanity  Z7
Man and woman were made in the image of God with individuality, the power and freedom to think and to do. Though 

created free beings, each is an indivisible unity of body, mind, and spirit, dependent upon God for life and breath and all 

else. When our first parents disobeyed God, they denied their dependence upon Him and fell from their high position. The 

image of God in them was marred and they became subject to death. Their descendants share this fallen nature and its con-

sequences. They are born with weaknesses and tendencies to evil. But God in Christ reconciled the world to Himself and 

by His Spirit restores in penitent mortals the image of their Maker. Created for the glory of God, they are called to love Him 

and one another, and to care for their environment. (Gen. 1:26-28; 2:7, 15; 3; Ps. 8:4-8; 51:5, 10; 58:3; Jer. 17:9; Acts 17:24-28; 

Rom. 5:12-17; 2 Cor. 5:19,  20; Eph. 2:3; 1 Thess. 5:23; 1 John 3:4; 4:7, 8, 11, 20.)
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The Great Controversy  Z8
All humanity is now involved in a great controversy between Christ and Satan regarding the character of God, His law, 

and His sovereignty over the universe. This conflict originated in heaven when a created being, endowed with freedom of 

choice, in self-exaltation became Satan, God’s adversary, and led into rebellion a portion of the angels. He introduced the 

spirit of rebellion into this world when he led Adam and Eve into sin. This human sin resulted in the distortion of the image 

of God in humanity, the disordering of the created world, and its eventual devastation at the time of the global flood, as pre-

sented in the historical account of Genesis 1-11. Observed by the whole creation, this world became the arena of the univer-

sal conflict, out of which the God of love will ultimately be vindicated. To assist His people in this controversy, Christ sends 

the Holy Spirit and the loyal angels to guide, protect, and sustain them in the way of salvation. (Gen. 3; 6-8; Job 1:6-12; Isa. 

14:12-14; Ezek. 28:12-18; Rom. 1:19-32; 3:4; 5:12-21; 8:19-22; 1 Cor. 4:9; Heb. 1:14; 1 Peter 5:8; 2 Peter 3:6; Rev. 12:4-9.)

The Life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ  Z9
In Christ’s life of perfect obedience to God’s will, His suffering, death, and resurrection, God provided the only means of 

atonement for human sin, so that those who by faith accept this atonement may have eternal life, and the whole creation 

may better understand the infinite and holy love of the Creator. This perfect atonement vindicates the righteousness of 

God’s law and the graciousness of His character; for it both condemns our sin and provides for our forgiveness. The death 

of Christ is substitutionary and expiatory, reconciling and transforming. The bodily resurrection of Christ proclaims God’s 

triumph over the forces of evil, and for those who accept the atonement assures their final victory over sin and death. It 

declares the Lordship of Jesus Christ, before whom every knee in heaven and on earth will bow. (Gen. 3:15; Ps. 22:1; Isa. 53; 

John 3:16; 14:30; Rom. 1:4; 3:25; 4:25; 8:3, 4; 1 Cor. 15:3, 4, 20-22; 2 Cor. 5:14, 15, 19-21; Phil. 2:6-11; Col. 2:15; 1 Peter 2:21, 

22; 1 John 2:2; 4:10.)

The Experience of Salvation  Z10
In infinite love and mercy God made Christ, who knew no sin, to be sin for us, so that in Him we might be made the righ-

teousness of God. Led by the Holy Spirit we sense our need, acknowledge our sinfulness, repent of our transgressions, and 

exercise faith in Jesus as Saviour and Lord, Substitute and Example. This saving faith comes through the divine power of the 

Word and is the gift of God’s grace. Through Christ we are justified, adopted as God’s sons and daughters, and delivered 

from the lordship of sin. Through the Spirit we are born again and sanctified; the Spirit renews our minds, writes God’s law 

of love in our hearts, and we are given the power to live a holy life. Abiding in Him we become partakers of the divine 

nature and have the assurance of salvation now and in the judgment. (Gen. 3:15; Isa. 45:22; 53; Jer. 31:31-34; Ezek. 33:11; 

36:25-27; Hab. 2:4; Mark 9:23, 24; John 3:3-8, 16; 16:8; Rom. 3:21-26; 8:1-4, 14-17; 5:6-10; 10:17; 12:2; 2 Cor. 5:17-21; Gal. 1:4; 

3:13, 14, 26; 4:4-7; Eph. 2:4-10; Col. 1:13, 14; Titus 3:3-7; Heb. 8:7-12; 1 Peter 1:23; 2:21, 22; 2 Peter 1:3, 4; Rev. 13:8.)
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Growing in Christ  Z11
By His death on the cross Jesus triumphed over the forces of evil. He who subjugated the demonic spirits during His earthly 

ministry has broken their power and made certain their ultimate doom. Jesus’ victory gives us victory over the evil forces 

that still seek to control us, as we walk with Him in peace, joy, and assurance of His love. Now the Holy Spirit dwells within 

us and empowers us. Continually committed to Jesus as our Saviour and Lord, we are set free from the burden of our past 

deeds. No longer do we live in the darkness, fear of evil powers, ignorance, and meaninglessness of our former way of 

life. In this new freedom in Jesus, we are called to grow into the likeness of His character, communing with Him daily in 

prayer, feeding on His Word, meditating on it and on His providence, singing His praises, gathering together for worship, 

and participating in the mission of the Church. We are also called to follow Christ’s example by compassionately ministering 

to the physical, mental, social, emotional, and spiritual needs of humanity. As we give ourselves in loving service to those 

around us and in witnessing to His salvation, His constant presence with us through the Spirit transforms every moment 

and every task into a spiritual experience. (1 Chron. 29:11; Ps. 1:1, 2; 23:4; 77:11, 12; Matt. 20:25-28; 25:31-46; Luke 10:17-20; 

John 20:21; Rom. 8:38, 39; 2 Cor. 3:17, 18; Gal. 5:22-25; Eph. 5:19, 20; 6:12-18; Phil. 3:7-14; Col. 1:13, 14; 2:6, 14, 15; 1 Thess. 

5:16-18, 23; Heb. 10:25; James 1:27; 2 Peter 2:9; 3:18; 1 John 4:4.)

The Church  Z12
The church is the community of believers who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. In continuity with the people 

of God in Old Testament times, we are called out from the world; and we join together for worship, for fellowship, for 

instruction in the Word, for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, for service to humanity, and for the worldwide procla-

mation of the gospel. The church derives its authority from Christ, who is the incarnate Word revealed in the Scriptures. 

The church is God’s family; adopted by Him as children, its members live on the basis of the new covenant. The church 

is the body of Christ, a community of faith of which Christ Himself is the Head. The church is the bride for whom Christ 

died that He might sanctify and cleanse her. At His return in triumph, He will present her to Himself a glorious church, the 

faithful of all the ages, the purchase of His blood, not having spot or wrinkle, but holy and without blemish. (Gen. 12:1-3; 

Exod. 19:3-7; Matt. 16:13-20; 18:18; 28:19, 20; Acts 2:38-42; 7:38; 1 Cor. 1:2; Eph. 1:22, 23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11; 5:23-27; Col. 1:17, 

18; 1 Peter 2:9.)

The Remnant and Its Mission  Z13
The universal church is composed of all who truly believe in Christ, but in the last days, a time of widespread apostasy, a 

remnant has been called out to keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. This remnant announces the arrival 

of the judgment hour, proclaims salvation through Christ, and heralds the approach of His second advent. This proclamation 

is symbolized by the three angels of Revelation 14; it coincides with the work of judgment in heaven and results in a work 

of repentance and reform on earth. Every believer is called to have a personal part in this worldwide witness. (Dan. 7:9-14; 

Isa. 1:9; 11:11; Jer. 23:3; Mic. 2:12; 2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Peter 1:16-19; 4:17; 2 Peter 3:10-14; Jude 3, 14; Rev. 12:17; 14:6-12; 18:1-4.)
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Unity in the Body of Christ  Z14
The church is one body with many members, called from every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. In Christ we are a new 

creation; distinctions of race, culture, learning, and nationality, and differences between high and low, rich and poor, male 

and female, must not be divisive among us. We are all equal in Christ, who by one Spirit has bonded us into one fellowship 

with Him and with one another; we are to serve and be served without partiality or reservation. Through the revelation of 

Jesus Christ in the Scriptures we share the same faith and hope, and reach out in one witness to all. This unity has its source 

in the oneness of the triune God, who has adopted us as His children. (Ps. 133:1; Matt. 28:19, 20; John 17:20-23; Acts 17:26, 

27; Rom. 12:4, 5; 1 Cor. 12:12-14; 2 Cor. 5:16, 17; Gal. 3:27-29; Eph. 2:13-16; 4:3-6, 11-16; Col. 3:10-15.)

Baptism  Z15
By baptism we confess our faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and testify of our death to sin and of our pur-

pose to walk in newness of life. Thus we acknowledge Christ as Lord and Saviour, become His people, and are received as 

members by His church. Baptism is a symbol of our union with Christ, the forgiveness of our sins, and our reception of the 

Holy Spirit. It is by immersion in water and is contingent on an affirmation of faith in Jesus and evidence of repentance of 

sin. It follows instruction in the Holy Scriptures and acceptance of their teachings. (Matt. 28:19, 20; Acts 2:38; 16:30-33; 22:16; 

Rom. 6:1-6; Gal. 3:27; Col. 2:12, 13.)

The Lord’s Supper  Z16
The Lord’s Supper is a participation in the emblems of the body and blood of Jesus as an expression of faith in Him, our 

Lord and Saviour. In this experience of communion Christ is present to meet and strengthen His people. As we partake, we 

joyfully proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes again. Preparation for the Supper includes self-examination, repentance, 

and confession. The Master ordained the service of foot-washing to signify renewed cleansing, to express a willingness to 

serve one another in Christlike humility, and to unite our hearts in love. The communion service is open to all believing 

Christians. (Matt. 26:17-30; John 6:48-63; 13:1-17; 1 Cor. 10:16, 17; 11:23-30; Rev. 3:20.)
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Spiritual Gifts and Ministries  Z17
God bestows upon all members of His church in every age spiritual gifts that each member is to employ in loving minis-

try for the common good of the church and of humanity. Given by the agency of the Holy Spirit, who apportions to each 

member as He wills, the gifts provide all abilities and ministries needed by the church to fulfill its divinely ordained func-

tions. According to the Scriptures, these gifts include such ministries as faith, healing, prophecy, proclamation, teaching, ad-

ministration, reconciliation, compassion, and self-sacrificing service and charity for the help and encouragement of people. 

Some members are called of God and endowed by the Spirit for functions recognized by the church in pastoral, evangelis-

tic, and teaching ministries particularly needed to equip the members for service, to build up the church to spiritual matu-

rity, and to foster unity of the faith and knowledge of God. When members employ these spiritual gifts as faithful stewards 

of God’s varied grace, the church is protected from the destructive influence of false doctrine, grows with a growth that is 

from God, and is built up in faith and love. (Acts 6:1-7; Rom. 12:4-8; 1 Cor. 12:7-11, 27, 28; Eph. 4:8, 11-16; 1 Tim. 3:1-13; 1 

Peter 4:10, 11.)

The Gift of Prophecy  Z18
The Scriptures testify that one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is prophecy. This gift is an identifying mark of the remnant church 

and we believe it was manifested in the ministry of Ellen G. White. Her writings speak with prophetic authority and provide 

comfort, guidance, instruction, and correction to the church. They also make clear that the Bible is the standard by which all 

teaching and experience must be tested. (Num. 12:6; 2 Chron. 20:20; Amos 3:7; Joel 2:28, 29; Acts 2:14-21; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17; 

Heb. 1:1-3; Rev. 12:17; 19:10; 22:8, 9.)

The Law of God  Z19
The great principles of God’s law are embodied in the Ten Commandments and exemplified in the life of Christ. They 

express God’s love, will, and purposes concerning human conduct and relationships and are binding upon all people in 

every age. These precepts are the basis of God’s covenant with His people and the standard in God’s judgment. Through the 

agency of the Holy Spirit they point out sin and awaken a sense of need for a Saviour. Salvation is all of grace and not of 

works, and its fruit is obedience to the Commandments. This obedience develops Christian character and results in a sense 

of well-being. It is evidence of our love for the Lord and our concern for our fellow human beings. The obedience of faith 

demonstrates the power of Christ to transform lives, and therefore strengthens Christian witness. (Exod. 20:1-17; Deut. 28:1-

14; Ps. 19:7-14; 40:7, 8; Matt. 5:17-20; 22:36-40; John 14:15; 15:7-10; Rom. 8:3, 4; Eph. 2:8-10; Heb. 8:8-10; 1 John 2:3; 5:3; 

Rev. 12:17; 14:12.)
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The Sabbath  Z20
The gracious Creator, after the six days of Creation, rested on the seventh day and instituted the Sabbath for all people as 

a memorial of Creation. The fourth commandment of God’s unchangeable law requires the observance of this seventh-day 

Sabbath as the day of rest, worship, and ministry in harmony with the teaching and practice of Jesus, the Lord of the Sab-

bath. The Sabbath is a day of delightful communion with God and one another. It is a symbol of our redemption in Christ, 

a sign of our sanctification, a token of our allegiance, and a foretaste of our eternal future in God’s kingdom. The Sabbath is 

God’s perpetual sign of His eternal covenant between Him and His people. Joyful observance of this holy time from evening 

to evening, sunset to sunset, is a celebration of God’s creative and redemptive acts. (Gen. 2:1-3; Exod. 20:8-11; 31:13-17; Lev. 

23:32; Deut. 5:12-15; Isa. 56:5, 6; 58:13, 14; Ezek. 20:12, 20; Matt. 12:1-12; Mark 1:32; Luke 4:16; Heb. 4:1-11.)

Stewardship  Z21 
We are God’s stewards, entrusted by Him with time and opportunities, abilities and possessions, and the blessings of the 

earth and its resources. We are responsible to Him for their proper use. We acknowledge God’s ownership by faithful ser-

vice to Him and our fellow human beings, and by returning tithe and giving offerings for the proclamation of His gospel 

and the support and growth of His church. Stewardship is a privilege given to us by God for nurture in love and the victo-

ry over selfishness and covetousness. Stewards rejoice in the blessings that come to others as a result of their faithfulness. 

(Gen. 1:26-28; 2:15; 1 Chron. 29:14; Haggai 1:3-11; Mal. 3:8-12; Matt. 23:23; Rom. 15:26, 27; 1 Cor. 9:9-14; 2 Cor. 8:1-15; 9:7.)

Christian Behavior  Z22 
We are called to be a godly people who think, feel, and act in harmony with biblical principles in all aspects of personal 

and social life. For the Spirit to recreate in us the character of our Lord we involve ourselves only in those things that will 

produce Christlike purity, health, and joy in our lives. This means that our amusement and entertainment should meet the 

highest standards of Christian taste and beauty. While recognizing cultural differences, our dress is to be simple, modest, and 

neat, befitting those whose true beauty does not consist of outward adornment but in the imperishable ornament of a gentle 

and quiet spirit. It also means that because our bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit, we are to care for them intelligent-

ly. Along with adequate exercise and rest, we are to adopt the most healthful diet possible and abstain from the unclean 

foods identified in the Scriptures. Since alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and the irresponsible use of drugs and narcotics are 

harmful to our bodies, we are to abstain from them as well. Instead, we are to engage in whatever brings our thoughts and 

bodies into the discipline of Christ, who desires our wholesomeness, joy, and goodness. (Gen. 7:2; Exod. 20:15; Lev. 11:1-47; 

Ps. 106:3; Rom. 12:1, 2; 1 Cor. 6:19, 20; 10:31; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; 10:5; Eph. 5:1-21; Phil. 2:4; 4:8; 1 Tim. 2:9, 10; Titus 2:11, 12; 1 

Peter 3:1-4; 1 John 2:6; 3 John 2.)
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Marriage and the Family  Z23 
Marriage was divinely established in Eden and affirmed by Jesus to be a lifelong union between a man and a woman in 

loving companionship. For the Christian a marriage commitment is to God as well as to the spouse, and should be entered 

into only between a man and a woman who share a common faith. Mutual love, honor, respect, and responsibility are the 

fabric of this relationship, which is to reflect the love, sanctity, closeness, and permanence of the relationship between Christ 

and His church. Regarding divorce, Jesus taught that the person who divorces a spouse, except for fornication, and marries 

another, commits adultery. Although some family relationships may fall short of the ideal, a man and a woman who fully 

commit themselves to each other in Christ through marriage may achieve loving unity through the guidance of the Spirit 

and the nurture of the church. God blesses the family and intends that its members shall assist each other toward complete 

maturity. Increasing family closeness is one of the earmarks of the final gospel message. Parents are to bring up their chil-

dren to love and obey the Lord. By their example and their words they are to teach them that Christ is a loving, tender, and 

caring guide who wants them to become members of His body, the family of God which embraces both single and married 

persons. (Gen. 2:18-25; Exod. 20:12; Deut. 6:5-9; Prov. 22:6; Mal. 4:5, 6; Matt. 5:31, 32; 19:3-9, 12; Mark 10:11, 12; John 2:1-11; 

1 Cor. 7:7, 10, 11; 2 Cor. 6:14; Eph. 5:21-33; 6:1-4.)

Christ’s Ministry in the Heavenly Sanctuary  Z24  
There is a sanctuary in heaven, the true tabernacle that the Lord set up and not humans. In it Christ ministers on our behalf, 

making available to believers the benefits of His atoning sacrifice offered once for all on the cross. At His ascension, He was 

inaugurated as our great High Priest and, began His intercessory ministry, which was typified by the work of the high priest 

in the holy place of the earthly sanctuary. In 1844, at the end of the prophetic period of 2300 days, He entered the second 

and last phase of His atoning ministry, which was typified by the work of the high priest in the most holy place of the earthly 

sanctuary. It is a work of investigative judgment which is part of the ultimate disposition of all sin, typified by the cleansing of 

the ancient Hebrew sanctuary on the Day of Atonement. In that typical service the sanctuary was cleansed with the blood of 

animal sacrifices, but the heavenly things are purified with the perfect sacrifice of the blood of Jesus. The investigative judg-

ment reveals to heavenly intelligences who among the dead are asleep in Christ and therefore, in Him, are deemed worthy 

to have part in the first resurrection. It also makes manifest who among the living are abiding in Christ, keeping the com-

mandments of God and the faith of Jesus, and in Him, therefore, are ready for translation into His everlasting kingdom. This 

judgment vindicates the justice of God in saving those who believe in Jesus. It declares that those who have remained loyal to 

God shall receive the kingdom. The completion of this ministry of Christ will mark the close of human probation before the 

Second Advent. (Lev. 16; Num. 14:34; Ezek. 4:6; Dan. 7:9-27; 8:13, 14; 9:24-27; Heb. 1:3; 2:16, 17; 4:14-16; 8:1-5; 9:11-28; 10:19-

22; Rev. 8:3-5; 11:19; 14:6, 7; 20:12; 14:12; 22:11, 12.)
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The Second Coming of Christ  Z25  
The second coming of Christ is the blessed hope of the church, the grand climax of the gospel. The Saviour’s coming will 

be literal, personal, visible, and worldwide. When He returns, the righteous dead will be resurrected, and together with 

the righteous living will be glorified and taken to heaven, but the unrighteous will die. The almost complete fulfillment of 

most lines of prophecy, together with the present condition of the world, indicates that Christ’s coming is near. The time of 

that event has not been revealed, and we are therefore exhorted to be ready at all times. (Matt. 24; Mark 13; Luke 21; John 

14:1-3; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Cor. 15:51-54; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; 5:1-6; 2 Thess. 1:7-10; 2:8; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; Titus 2:13; Heb. 9:28; Rev. 1:7; 

14:14-20; 19:11-21.)

Death and Resurrection  Z26  
The wages of sin is death. But God, who alone is immortal, will grant eternal life to His redeemed. Until that day death is 

an unconscious state for all people. When Christ, who is our life, appears, the resurrected righteous and the living righteous 

will be glorified and caught up to meet their Lord. The second resurrection, the resurrection of the unrighteous, will take 

place a thousand years later. ( Job 19:25-27; Ps. 146:3, 4; Eccl. 9:5, 6, 10; Dan. 12:2, 13; Isa. 25:8; John 5:28, 29; 11:11-14; 

Rom. 6:23; 16; 1 Cor. 15:51-54; Col. 3:4; 1 Thess. 4:13-17; 1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 20:1-10.)

The Millennium and the End of Sin  Z27  
The millennium is the thousand-year reign of Christ with His saints in heaven between the first and second resurrections. 

During this time the wicked dead will be judged; the earth will be utterly desolate, without living human inhabitants, but 

occupied by Satan and his angels. At its close Christ with His saints and the Holy City will descend from heaven to earth. 

The unrighteous dead will then be resurrected, and with Satan and his angels will surround the city; but fire from God will 

consume them and cleanse the earth. The universe will thus be freed of sin and sinners forever. ( Jer. 4:23-26; Ezek. 28:18, 

19; Mal. 4:1; 1 Cor. 6:2, 3; Rev. 20; 21:1-5.)

The New Earth  Z28   
On the new earth, in which righteousness dwells, God will provide an eternal home for the redeemed and a perfect envi-

ronment for everlasting life, love, joy, and learning in His presence. For here God Himself will dwell with His people, and 

suffering and death will have passed away. The great controversy will be ended, and sin will be no more. All things, animate 

and inanimate, will declare that God is love; and He shall reign forever. Amen. (Isa. 35; 65:17-25; Matt. 5:5; 2 Peter 3:13; Rev. 

11:15; 21:1-7; 22:1-5.)
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